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Our Mission  

¶ We exist to lead people into a rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ and to 

help them grow to become like 

Him.  

 

Our Purpose  

¶ We are called by God and  

empowered by His Spirit to fulfill 

our mission through worship, dis-

cipleship, fellowship, ministry and 

evangelism.  

 

Our Vision  

¶ We seek to be known throughout 

our community for our devotion to 

Jesus Christ and our commitment 

to share His love with all people.  

Mar 
1  

Deacon Council 
4:00 pm/C302 
Youth Bible Drill  
4:15 pm/201  

Mar 
10 

Crafts 
10:00 am/C302 
Property Maintenance  
7:15 pm/CR2 

Mar 
11 

Business Meeting 
6:40 pm/FH 

Mar
14 

Rawls Baby Shower 
1:00 pm/See pg.  5 
Ȱ3ÏÕÎÄÓ ÏÆ -ÕÓÉÃȱ ×ÉÔÈ 0!#% 
6:00 pm/FH 

Mar 
17 

Women on Mission  
10:30 am/C211 

Mar 
19 

Sunshine Club 
10:30 am/FH 

Mar 
29 

Church Council  
4:00 pm/OCR 

  

  

  

Upcoming Events  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
 PACE Update  page  2  

 Exit 20 Student Summer Excursions  page  4  

 Urgent Need for Wednesday Night Dinner  page  4  

 

 

Annie Armstrong  
 Easter Offering  

 

Church Goal:  
$25,000  

 

Week of Prayer:  March 1 ï8 
 

During the Week of Prayer, Christians are 

urged to pray for North American Missions 
and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.  

The Scripture foundation is John 4:35-37.  

Your offering will help missionaries reach an 
estimated 251 million lost people in the 

United States and Canada.  Annie Arm-
strong-supported missionaries are involved 

in various evangelistic efforts such as start-

ing new churches, engaging in student 
evangelism on college campuses and minis-

tering in resort areas like campgrounds and ski areas. 
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ñDeepening Your Prayer Lifeò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 25  

9:00 - 11:00 am  

With a Light Lunch at 11:00 am  

In the Fellowship Hall  



THE FIRST BAPTIST NEWS  Page 2 

PACE News  
(Senior Adult Ministry ) 

 

ñThe Sounds of Musicò is the theme for this yearôs Large-Group Fellowship.  It will be held on 
Saturday, March 14 , in the Fellowship Hall, at 6:00 pm.  You are asked to bring one dish per 
person or one very large dish per couple.  Great decorations are being provided by Betty Light and 
the Day School Teachers.  The entertainment for the evening is being arranged by Jim Wallen and 
will include instrumental and vocal numbers performed by members of our fellowship, as well as 
friends and relatives of our members.  There is an excellent program planned, so please attend 
and encourage others to come and be a part of this special evening .  A sign-up sheet can 
be found in your Sunday School box for the purpose of planning place settings and beverages, but 
please come, whether or not you have signed up or whether or not you are in PACE.  Our group 
can always make room for more at the tables.  
 

PACE is sponsoring the Cherry Blossom Cruise and Luncheon  aboard the Odyssey  on 
Wednesday, April 1 .  We will meet at the church at 10:00 am and drive to Washington in church 

vans and carpools.  Boarding on the Odyssey begins at 10:45 am, and the ship sails at 
11:30 am.  We will be back at the church by approximately 2:00 pm.  The cost for this 
cruise and luncheon is $62 per person for everything.  Sign -up sheets will be re-
moved on the first Sunday in March, and payment for this event should be 
made during the month of March.  

 

The first PACE Workday  of 2009 will take place on Thursday, March 26 , at the church from 
9:00 am until noon.  If you would like to join the group earlier for breakfast, please come directly 
to the Bob Evans Restaurant in Springfield, at 7:30 am. 
 

If you are participating in the 50 th  Wedding Anniversary Celebration on May 3 , you should 
complete the survey form sent to you and return it to Charlene or John Gibbens by April 5.  We 
would appreciate your help in this matter.  

New Menõs Wednesday Evening 
Bible Study beguné  

 
We began a study of the 
book of Galatians last week 
and will continue for the 
next several weeks.  This is 
an in -depth study using 
the scripture and several 

resources.  Hammond Coates is leading 
the study.  
 

This study meets in Conference Room 

# 2, near the elevator on the second 

floor.  Come join us!  

 

 

Baby Shower  
for Leticia Rawls  

Saturday, March 14  at 1:00 pm  
 

at the home of   
Irene Rosenbaum  

 6240 Rolling Spring Court  
 Springfield 22152, 703 -569-0723 

 
Leticia has registered at Walmart, Target and 
Babyôs R Us.  The Rawls are expecting a GIRL.    
Please, RSVP to Sharon Fontanella at 703-451-

4680 or fontanella4@verizon.net  or Renae Craw-
ford at 703-644-1989 or email Iam-

the1bug@yahoo.com by Monday, March 9, 2009. 

mailto:fontanella4@verizon.net
mailto:Iamthe1bug@yahoo.com
mailto:Iamthe1bug@yahoo.com
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The Pastorõs Column 

LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ CǊŀƴƪ [ƭƻȅŘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  Lǘ 
may have seemed like something insignificant, but it had a profound impact on the rest of his life. 

 
He was nine years old, and it was winter.  He was walking across a snow-covered field with his uncle.  

When they reached the far end of the field, his uncle stopped him.  He told Frank to look back at their tracks in 
ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿΦ  Iƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǾŜŜǊ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
ŀƴ ŀǊǊƻǿΦ  ¸ƻǳƴƎ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƳŜŀƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

 
¢ƘŜ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ CǊŀƴƪΣ άbƻǘƛŎŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƛƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  bƻǿ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ŀƛƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎƻŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 
 

 ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŘŜπ
ǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜ ƘŀŘΦέ  IŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
aware of everything around him and to get as much life as possible out of each moment. 
 
 Dƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊǳŜ 
that as we travel toward a goal, we may miss out on all of the life God has for us on the journey there.  We can be 
ǎƻ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƻ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
joy and seize the opportunities God is placing right before us. 
 
 Jesus was on his final journey to Jerusalem where he would give his life on the cross for the salvation of 

the whole world.  The itinerary for the day called for Jesus and his traveling companions to pass through Jericho.  

As Jesus was walking through the town, he took his eyes off of the road.  He looked up into a tree, and he saw a 

man there.  It was a fellow named Zacchaeus, who had climbed the tree because he wanted to get a glimpse of 

Jesus and he was too short to see over the crowd gathered along the road.  Jesus stopped, and he invited himself 

ǘƻ ½ŀŎŎƘŀŜǳǎΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ½ŀŎŎƘŀŜǳǎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ   

 !ǎ ǿŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ άǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

ώǳǎϐ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎέ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ оΥмпύΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 

blessings and gifts God wants us to experience, and follow the nudging of His Spirit.  It will make all of the differ-

ence in our lives and in the lives of other people who need to know He loves them, too. 

 

 

 

 

hƴ ŀ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ bƻǘŜΥ  {ƻƳŜ ά{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜέ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 

ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мо ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  /ƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

wedding and reception here at the church.  



THE FIRST BAPTIST NEWS  Page 4 

Exit 20 Student Ministry:   
òWe exist to reach students, to build relationships, to experience worship, to 
teach students how to follow Jesus and to help them discover their ministry.ó 

 

Bgdbj nts vg`sôr fnhmf nm vhsg ntq 

student ministries at www.exit20cafe.com. 

Wednesday Nite Dinner  

Program in Jeopardy  
 

Dear Church Family & Friends, 
 

For the coming year September, 2009 - June, 2010,  we have a problem.  In order to continue the 
ά²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅbƛǘŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
or to work on a team. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ άƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ 
also provided some wonderful Christian fellowship for people of all ages. 
 

We are seeking volunteers NOW because the 2009-нлмл ά²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ bƛǘŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ƛǎ ƛƴ REAL 
jeopardy. 
 

On the job training will be provided until all volunteers are comfortable with  and knowledgeable of the 
church kitchen. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ά²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ bƛǘŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳΣέ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ .ƻō ŀƴŘ {ŀƭƭȅ ¦Ǉǘƻƴ ŀǘ тлоΦуфоΦллсо ƻǊ ōƻōŎƻƴǎǳƭǘǎϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 
 

If you are unable to participate in this program personally, we respectfully request that you pray. 
 

We thank you for reading this message and also for your prayers. 
 

In His name, Bob & Sally Upton 

 

Camp    

  July 13 - July 17, 2009  
  Speaker: David Nasser  
  Worship: Unhindered  
  @ Liberty University   

Summer Trips  

Mission Trip  
 
Aug 19 �²Aug 22                                 
Myrtle Beach, SC  

�µ�3�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���'�R�X�E�W�L�Q�J�¶���,�V���(�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�R�U��
Faith Growth  

Many Christians think (or fear) that if they ques-
�W�L�R�Q���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�L�W�K�����W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���³�I�O�D�Z�H�G�´��
as believers. But as the Bible shows, the people 
of God have always included the doubtful. Sarah 
laughed, Peter started sinking, and Thomas in-
sisted on seeing and touching the risen Christ.  

 
When we have doubts about something, we ex-
amine its truthfulness, we weigh and evaluate it, 
and we consider how much of ourselves we wish 
�W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���L�W�����,�Q���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�G�V�����L�I���Z�H�¶�U�H���H�Y�H�U���J�R�L�Q�J��
to truly own our beliefs, we must critically exam-
ine them first.  
 
To read more view our student 
newsletter at 
www.exit20cafe.com   


